The vascular nervous skeleton: a disregarded factor of vascular pathology.
The nervous supply of the vascular wall in its organ entirety represents the felt-like 'nervous skeleton'. Its growth is more vulnerable than that of any other tissue component of the developing vessel wall. Selective growth impairment of the vascular nervous skeleton should result in developmental vascular stenosis. Escape of the epithelial or smooth muscle cells from the confines of the nervous skeleton should be taken into account as a possible common denominator of carcinogenesis and atherogenesis.